SOCIAL I THE SHARING ECONOMY

WHAT’S
MINE IS
YOURS
FROM HOUSE AND RIDE SHARING TO PET MINDING,
TRAVELLERS HAVE BECOME PART OF A BOLD
NEW GLOBAL COMMUNITY
WORDS SARAH GAMBONI
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isruptive
used to be a
dirty word. If
you brought
home a school
report brandishing the
term, it was straight to the
naughty corner. These
days though, disruption
is the name of the game
– and nowhere more so
than the travel industry.
Ever since Airbnb
bounded onto the scene
in 2008, closely followed
by Uber, nimble-fingered
entrepreneurs have
been shaking up the
travel space. The sharing
economy has revealed
a brave new world of
tourism opportunities,
reimagining where we
stay, how we get there,
and what we do once
we arrive.
In Australia and New
Zealand, homegrown
visionaries have put their
own spin on collaborative
consumption, facilitating
peer-to-peer sharing
for everything from
surfboards to ski lodges.
Isn’t it time you rethought
the way you travel too?

Home away from
home
Since launching in Joe
Gebbia’s San Francisco
apartment in 2008, Airbnb
has thrown the traditional
accommodation model
out the window. Now
operating in 65,000 cities
across 191 countries,
Airbnb boasts three
million listings, from
beach shacks in Costa Rica
to chateaux in France.
The premise is simple:

hosts list their available
space, whether that’s a
spare couch or a fourbedroom house, then
travellers enquire and
book directly. Cleaning
fees, security bonds and
peer reviews provide
protection for both host
and guest. Jetstar recently
teamed up with Airbnb,
making it even easier to
book your next getaway.

On the open road
Fancy a road trip, rather
than a fixed abode? Take a
peek at Australian website
Camplify. Inspired by
childhood memories of
caravanning, Justin Hales
recognised a gap in the
market for recreational
vehicle (RV) rental.
“As a kid, we went
caravanning for almost
every holiday, and my
extended family would
take up an entire row in
the caravan park,” Justin
says. “My wife and I had
done lots of overseas travel
and wanted to explore
more of Australia, but she
wasn’t too keen on staying
in a tent, so we looked at
caravanning instead.”
Justin’s lightbulb
moment came when he
noticed the number of
caravans sitting idle in his
neighbourhood.
Most of Australia’s
500,000-odd RVs are
used just six weeks of the
year, so Justin devised
a way to use these vans
collecting cobwebs. With
the help of the NRMA
Jumpstart Accelerator
Program, Camplify was
born in 2015, connecting

Pitch
a teepee

People want to have a
camping experience without
the expensive equipment
and initial outlay
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but also mates hiring a
campervan to get away for
the weekend.”
Popular destinations
include Brisbane and the
Gold Coast, Melbourne
and surrounds, and the
coast of NSW, from Bega
to Byron Bay. And don’t
let the thought of towing
a 20-foot van put you off
– most hosts will happily
set up the van in your
chosen location.
“The Camplify
experience doesn’t fit
into one standard box.
Our hosts and hirers can
have a chat and decide
what works for both
parties,” Justin says. “At
its heart, the collaborative
economy is about those
shared experiences,
not just an exchange of
goods.”

Great outdoors
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CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT: Sleep in a
teepee at the beach
with Riparide, another
unique Riparide
option, rent a bike in
a cycle-mad city with
Melbourne Bike Share,
Riparide founder
Marlon Law, hit the
road with a caravan
from Camplify.

RV owners with travellers
around Australia.
Now valued at
$10 million, this start-up
lists 1200 RVs from $280 a
week for a camper trailer
to $2100 for a luxury
motorhome. “People who
haven’t been campers are
now looking for different
ways to travel. They
want to have a camping
experience without the
expensive equipment and
initial outlay,” Justin says.
Camplify is proving
popular not just during
holiday periods, but also
around sporting events
and music festivals. “It’s
a real mix of people: we
have families with kids
over the school holidays,

Another Australian
start-up putting its stamp
on the local travel space
is Riparide. Its founder
Marlon Law grew up in
the Victorian coast town
of Jan Juc, near Torquay,
splitting his time between
ocean and mountains.
“A connection to the
outdoors is in my DNA,
and once you have that
connection, it’s all about
picking up different
tools to harness that
relationship, whether
it’s a surf board or a pair
of skis,” Marlon says.
As the son of Quiksilver
co-founder John Law,
an entrepreneurial spirit
runs in his blood.
Marlon launched
Riparide as a way of
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Looking
ahead

ABOVE: Vidhi Patel of Home Fresh
is one of many home cooks sharing
their dishes on start-up FoodByUs.
TOP: Sharing a meal with new
friends at an EatWith dinner.

you need to facilitate your
adventure,” says Marlon.

Come dine with me
If we’re sharing our beds
and our surfboards, why
not our food, too? In the
US, meal-sharing sites
such as Feastly connect
keen home cooks with
hungry travellers. Diners
can browse by location,
date and cuisine to
brunch in Brooklyn, or
join a Filipino pop-up
dinner in Portland.
Now operating in 200
cities around the world,

including Brisbane,
Sydney and Melbourne,
EatWith works in a similar
way, as foodies open
their private kitchens for
communal dinners and
cooking classes.
Australian FoodByUs
offers a more grass-roots
approach, as cooks list
their specialties for pick
up or delivery. Ideal for
those who don’t have
access to a kitchen but
still crave a home-cooked
meal, FoodByUs is a
multicultural marketplace
for everything from bagels
to Brazilian banquets,
providing a snapshot of a
city’s underground food
scene.

Need wheels?
Getting around has never
been easier, thanks to
the rise of ride-sharing
apps such as Uber, carsharing services like
GoGet, and community
bike initiatives including
Melbourne Bike Share
and Brisbane’s CityCycle.
If you have wheels and

Rethinking ride-sharing
Uber is trialling driverless
cars in Pittsburgh, while
Dubai has its sights firmly
on the future with the
impending launch of the
world’s first hover-taxis.
Time-poor travel hacks
Savvy travellers will use
Airtasker and Freelancer for
their most mundane chores,
from planning itineraries
to cleaning holiday rentals
and even waiting in line for
theatre tickets.
Time out for Fido
Four-legged family
members won’t be sent off
to the kennel anymore, as
pet-sitting platforms offer
hosted accommodation for
cats and dogs.

fancy earning a bit of
extra cash as you drive,
sign up with MeeMeep to
act as a courier, ferrying
goods around town or
across the country.
In the sharing economy,
travel truly has become a
two-way street.

PHOTOGRAPHY EATWITH, HOME FRESH

82

connecting like-minded
travellers with back-tonature accommodation
and experiences. “We
want to inspire people to
reconnect with nature, to
encourage adventurous
living,” Marlon explains.
“As children, we’re
natural explorers, but as
we get older we slowly lose
that spirit. I want to get
people to question their
routine, to be spontaneous
and to feel more alive.”
Trawl through
Riparide’s 400 Victorian
listings and you’ll
discover a host of out-ofthe-box escapes, from a
sky tent strung between
trees to cliff-side camping
in Mt Buffalo National
Park. More sedate options
include ski lodges,
beachside teepees and
riverfront cabins. There’s
a swag of experiences
too, such as fly fishing,
kayaking and mountain
biking tours, plus surfing
lessons and board hire.
“We offer everything

According to Deloitte’s 2015
Review of the collaborative
economy in NSW, 53 per
cent of Australians have
participated in the sharing
economy, and 63 per cent
plan to do so in the future.
The sharing economy is
here to stay, but what’s next
for the fast-paced travel
space?

